THE PROCESS OF DISINTEGRATION
sight of which the official SunnI orthodoxy of the contemporary
Ottoman 'Westernizers* was no better than outright Infidelity.

In the sphere of literature the Continental European external
proletariat of the Orthodox Christian World has transmuted into
'heroic* poetry the experience of its conflict with the Ottoman
makers and masters of the Orthodox Christian universal state.
The Serb ballads, which have found their principal theme in the
Battle of Kosovo, are true to type in concentrating upon a tragic
story as a more promising field than any record of worldly success
for the exercise of the epic minstrers art.1 At the same time the
Kosovo Cycle is peculiar, and perhaps unique, among the works
of barbarian poetic genius in being inspired by the experience of
a frustrated offensive at the climax of a 'Time of Troubles', instead
of reflecting the exhilaration of a 'break-through* at the beginning
of an interregnum. For the Battle of Kosovo (cammissum A.D. 1389)
was the disaster that shattered the Serbian barbarians' dream of
entering into the heritage of a broken-down Orthodox Christian
Society which had not yet passed through its universal state.2

It is true that the Serb guslari (minstrels) have not left unsung
the later chapters in the history of their warriors' struggle against
the 'Osmanlis.

*The heroic songs of the historical cycle deal further with the period
of subjugation to the Turks, their oppression and individual reprisals
carried out by the hajduci and uskori, the memory of whom is preserved
in the two cycles thus named, both of which contain many beautiful
songs. (The hajduci were a kind of guerilla warriors who fought the
Turks while they kept Serbia subdued; while the tiskoct were the
Jugoslavs who had fled to Dalmatia and the Croatian littoral after
the fall of Herzegovina in 1482, where, as mercenaries of the [Hapsburg]
Emperors, they defended the borders from the Turks, often raiding
and pouncing upon them.)

absorption of their principality into the dominions of the Wahhabi empire-builder
'Abd-al-'Aziz b. Sa'ud between the years 1926 and 1934, were puritans of the same
type as the Sudanese MahdT Muhammad Ahmad "who led the barbarian counter-attack
against the Egypto-Ottoman regime in the Upper Nile Basin in A.D. 1881.

*  For this (no doubt, unconsciously practised) trick of the epic minstrers trade see
further V. C (i) (c) 3, Annex III, p. 610, below.

*  The 'Time or Troubles' in the history of the Orthodox Christian Civilization may
be said to have run from the last quarter of the tenth century of the Christian Era to
the last quarter of the fourteenth; the universal state (i.e. the Ottoman Empire) from
the last quarter of the fourteenth century to the last quarter of the eighteenth.   The
historical events of which some memory is embedded in the Serb 'heroic* poetry of the

l<L* 0Tf1^he.*reat Ostrosothic war-lord Hermanoric (Anglic* Eormenric), who reigned
ln* Vkrame "* the th*rd Smarter of the fourth century of the Christian Era, just
before the overthrow of the Ostrogoths by the Huns (Chadwick, The Heroic Age, pp.
23 and 37).